Special Needs Trusts

A Special Needs Trust, often called a “Supplemental Trust,” can provide instructions for the management of property for a child with developmental disabilities after parents have passed away.  This estate planning strategy allows you to choose a “Trustee,” usually a family member or trusted friend, to manage the property that you have designated for your child without disqualifying the child from receiving benefits from government programs such as Medicaid or Social Security.
The Special Needs Trust allows the trustee broad authority to use the trust property for your child’s benefit to supplement, but not replace, the benefits that may be available to your child.  Upon the death of the child, any remaining trust property can be distributed to any beneficiaries that you choose.

If you take the steps to include a Special Needs Trust for your child as part of your estate plan, you accomplish three important goals:

· Pass property for your child’s benefit without interfering with government benefits.  By making a Special Needs Trust part of your plan, you can include your disabled child as a beneficiary of your estate plan without jeopardizing their benefits.
· Designate the right people to take charge.  When you create a Special Needs Trust, you give power and instructions to a Trustee you have chosen to handle property for your child.  If you do not have an estate plan, authority over your child and your finances could pass to someone you never intended.  

· Avoid wasting time, stress and money.  Losing you would be hard on your child.  A lack of planning only adds stress, aggravation, and wasted time and money to the loss.  A Special Needs Trust can save thousands of dollars in unnecessary expenses by carrying out your wishes smoothly with as little time and hassle as possible.

We would be glad to help with any questions you have or provide further information.
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